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PARTLY SUNNY: High: 86. Low: 67.
Warm today. Mild with a shower
possible tonight. Full forecast, 8B

IndexWeather

By Bruce Henderson
Staff Writer

ON THE WACCAMAW RIVER —
After more than a decade of mea-
suring mercury in fish, water and
air, Carolinas officials will seek
grants this week to test a final
frontier: people.

Thousands of people on the
coastal plain, where mercury
most commonly takes a toxic
form, would be tested if the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention approves the grants.
Many in Piedmont counties east
of Charlotte would be tested, too.

Even without a CDC grant,
South Carolina hopes to forge
ahead with plans to test 12,000
toddlers, who are at special risk.

In North Carolina, a state tox-
icologist estimates 7,400 children
born each year are already at risk
from mercury. In its most toxic
form, it can cause neurological
damage to developing fetuses and
harm the way children think,
learn and problem-solve.

A naturally occurring metal,
mercury also blows out of indus-
trial smokestacks, mostly coal-
fired power plants and inciner-
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SEE POISON|6A

By Anthony Shadid
and Rajiv Chandrasekaran

Washington Post

MUSHAHIDAH, Iraq — The re-
mains of two U.S. soldiers missing
for four days were discovered Sat-
urday in a restive region north-
west of Baghdad, adding another
grim chapter to a week of escalat-
ing ambushes and hit-and-run at-
tacks in Iraq.

In addition, American military
officials reported a U.S. soldier
was killed late Friday night in an
ambush in Baghdad.

At least 23 U.S. soldiers have
been killed in combat since May 1,
when President Bush declared an
end to major combat in Iraq.

And in the past week, dozens of
attacks have been reported on
American troops managing
checkpoints, carrying out patrols

RESISTANCE A THREAT
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SEE IRAQ|17A

Dogs and cats are being killed in shelters
throughout the Carolinas at rates that far sur-
pass the average across the country.

Every year, more than 80,000 animals,
many of them healthy and adoptable, are put
down in Mecklenburg and surrounding
counties. The regional rate of 37 animals eu-
thanized per 1,000 people is more than dou-
ble the national average of 16. 

The doomed dogs and cats often spend
their last days in crowded, stench-filled shel-
ters that haven’t adopted the best practices
experts recommend. Most die in gas cham-
bers, a method animal advocates consider

TODD SUMLIN – STAFF PHOTOS

A veterinarian technician comforts a dying kitten, waiting as a lethal dose of poison takes effect. The procedure is repeated dozens of times a day at the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg animal shelter. The golden-brown dog shown above spent six days at the shelter awaiting his fate. See his story on Page 10A.

By Michelle Crouch and Scott Dodd | Staff Writers

outdated and potentially inhumane. 
Not one county in the region has spent

public money on the only method proven to
reduce the number of unwanted animals
killed in shelters: spaying and neutering pets
to cut down on population growth.

Charlotte’s shelter, the region’s largest and
best-funded, kills about 70 percent of the ani-
mals that enter its doors, all by lethal in-
jection. And the numbers are going up, even
as they drop around the country.

The percentage of animals killed in sur-
rounding counties, usually by carbon mon-
oxide, is even higher.

Animals in the Charlotte region are killed
at more than twice the national average,

and little is being done to stem the problem

SEE DEATH|11A

Inside

A summary of this investigation
and what’s coming Monday
and Tuesday. 11A

How several communities
across the country have
lowered the number of
animals killed in shelters. 13A

Best practices recommended
by the Humane Society of the
United States and how area
communities stack up. 12A

Want to help? See a list of
Charlotte-Mecklenburg
animal welfare groups inside
or check www.charlotte.com.
Lists of similar groups can be
found in today’s regional
sections serving Alexander,
Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell,
Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston,
Iredell, Lancaster, S.C.,
Lincoln, Rowan, Union and
York, S.C., counties. 12A

On the same day last month, these dogs and cats entered the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Animal
Control shelter, where seven out of 10 animals are put to death. Learn more about them on Monday.
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Collie mix
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Tabby kittens
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Labrador retriever
Returned to owner
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Killed

Siamese-mix kitten
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